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Second Sunday of Advent                                                      December 7, 2015 

 
Why bother reading this week’s e-mail?  Why does it matter at all?  Well… in doing so, you are educating 
yourself on what is happening with and in your faith community.  And to quote a very wise fortune cookie, 
“The purpose of all education is action.” 
 
Continue reading below… become educated… from what you see below take some action which will be 
pleasing to the Lord. 
 
 
NEW ITEMS: 

 Christmas Store 

 Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception 

 Taizé Prayer 

 Elizabeth Ministry 

 Just Girls 

 Playgroup 

 HomeSchool Families 

 Coffee and Donut Opportunities 

 Surviving the Holidays 

 Life Choice Women’s Center 

 Confirmation Preparation 

 Parish Mission 

 Vacation Bible Camp 
 
 
PREVIOUS ITEMS: 

 Advent Wreath Lighting 

 Haiti Alternative Gift Program 

 Women’s Advent Breakfast 

 Senior Citizens’ Dinner 

 Family Promise/IHN 

 Incense during Advent 
 

HAPPENING THIS WEEK 

 Mass & Devotion Times - Click Here 

 Daily Readings - Click Here 
 

http://stmargaretmary.org/mass-schedule/
http://www.usccb.org/calendar/index.cfm?showLit=1&action=month
https://www.facebook.com/StMargaretMaryWinterPark
https://twitter.com/St_MargaretMary
https://www.facebook.com/StMargaretMaryWinterPark


Monday, December 7 
Immaculate Conception Vigil Mass, 5:30 pm 
Taize Prayer, 7:00 pm 

Tuesday, December 8 
Men’s Bible Study,7:00 am 
Immaculate Conception Mass, 8:00 am 
Elizabeth Ministry Rosary, 9:30 am 
Lord Have Mercy! Book Discussion, 10:00 am 
Purls and Prayers, 10:00 am 
Christmas Store, 1:00 pm 
Immaculate Conception Mass, 6:30 pm 

Wednesday, December 9 
Holy Hour for Vocations, 3:00 pm 
Just Girls, 4:00 pm 
Edge Middle School, 6:30 pm 
Divorce Support, 6:30 pm 
SMM Choir Rehearsal, 7:00 pm 

Thursday, December 10 
Living Liturgy Group,  9:00 am 
Women’s Bible Study, 9:30 am 

  Centering Prayer Group,  11:30 am 
  Adoration,  7:00 pm 

SMM School Advent Concert, 7:00 pm 
Friday, December 11 

Women’s Advent Breakfast 8:30 am 
Spiritual Reading Group, 10:00 am 
Crafting for Teens/Seniors, 12:30 pm 
Beloved: Marriage Enrichment, 7:00 pm 
Adult Scripture Class, 7:00 pm 
Cursillo Ultreya, 7:00 pm 

 Saturday, December 12 
 Novena, 10:00 am 
Sunday, December 13 
 Journey 2Gether Middle School, 10:45 am 

Faith Formation Classes, 10:45 am 
Family Faith, 10:45 am 
High School Youth Ministry, 7:00 pm 

Monday, December 14 
Advent Penance Service, 7:00 pm 
 
 
 

Quote of the Week 

 
“Let me be Thy blind instrument.  I ask not to see - I ask not to know - I ask simply to be used.” 
 
                                                                                    - John Henry Cardinal Newman 
 
 



Question of the Week 

John preached a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.  This Advent I will 
live out my baptismal call by _________________. 
 
Is it possible that God could have created the universe (including you and me) for no purpose?  For no 
reason at all? 
 
In his book, The First Three Minutes, Nobel Prize winning physicist Steven Weinberg said so: “The more the 
universe seems comprehensible, the more it seems pointless.”  In the Bible even the author of the Book of 
Ecclesiastes seems at times to agree:  “I have seen all things that are done under the sun, and behold, all is 
vanity and a chase after wind” (1:14). 
 
Could God have created you and me and not given us a purpose or call in life? 
 
Philosopher Ludwig Wittgenstein offers a clear and direct response: “To believe in God means that life has a 
meaning.”  The Quote of the Week (see above) from Cardinal Newman offers another poignant, personal 
response. 
 
For Cardinal Newman’s entire prayer about a call from God:  Click Here 
 

New Items: 

 

Christmas Store 
 
St. Margaret Mary and All Saints Episcopal thank you for sharing your blessings this 
year through our Christmas Store. If you forgot to bring your new toy with you this 
weekend, you may drop it off at the Parish Hall before noon Tuesday December 8. 
 
Click here to see our suggested toy list for 9-12 year olds 
Click here to see our volunteer opportunities list 
 

Thank you for your many years of great generosity in support of this meaningful ministry. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://files.ctctcdn.com/723f63ad001/3ef456d4-94ea-479f-a2aa-8a2e95a00141.pdf
http://files.ctctcdn.com/723f63ad001/63c02fbd-ed44-449a-b049-a3f27f3e93c7.pdf
http://files.ctctcdn.com/723f63ad001/3db667f7-aa57-41b6-b1eb-cc393942eee7.pdf


Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary 
 
Vigil Mass, Monday, December 7, 5:30 pm (followed by Taize Prayer). 
 
Masses, Tuesday, December 8, 8:00 am, 10:00 am, 6:30 pm 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Taizé Prayer 
Monday, December 7 at 7:00 pm in the Church 
 
Immerse yourself in this opportunity to connect with God through prayer and song in 
a unique environment of soft candle light and traditional icons. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Elizabeth Ministry 
Tuesday, December 8th 11:00 am (after the 10:00 am Mass) 
 
Please note the change of time this month.  For all who want to pray for the needs of 
mothers.  Childcare available for children under age 5 with reservation by noon on 
Monday, December 7th.  If you have a special intention for a mother in need, please 
let us know at lori@stmargaretmary.org.  Meeting in the Upper Room. 
 
 

 
 

Just Girls 
Wednesday, December 9  from 4:00 to 5:45 pm 
Fourth session for all those registered is on Purity.  Moms RSVP to mom facilitator 
and RSVP for childcare by Monday, December 7th.  Girls will learn about the 4 parts 
of purity: 
   - Purity with our Thoughts 
   - Purity with our Intentions 
   - Purity with what we allow our eyes to See 
   - Purity in Speaking well of others 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:lori@stmargaretmary.org


Playgroup 
Every Wednesday from  10:00 to 11:00 am 
 
This is not a drop off but a great way for moms or dads or caretakers with babies or 
toddlers to meet other parishioners and play in a safe playful environment.  In the 
nursery in the Family Life Center.  Contact Melissa for more information at: 
mchand01@gmail.com  
 
 

 
 

St. Margaret Mary HomeSchool Families 
Sunday, December 13th at 3:00 pm 
 
Homeschooling families in the parish are invited to celebrate the 3rd Sunday of 
Advent together.  Please join us to share in Advent prayers followed by a simple 
supper.  Contact Meghan Collins at (407) 265-0357 or 
meghancollinsCNM@gmail.com.  
 
 

 
 

Coffee and Donut Opportunities 
 
We are often asked where our delicious donuts come from every week.  While it 
would be accurate to say from Donut King in Clermont, it is more accurate to say 
from the generosity of parishioners who take the time to set up, serve and clean up 
the courtyard after the socializing is done.  You may be able to help out just once a 
month.  That’s all it takes to be part of one of our magnificent hospitality teams who 
do so much to build community in our parish. 
 

They serve once a month and we have two teams a week.  The early team arrives before the 8:00 am Mass, 
sets up, serves after the Mass, then replenishes for the next team.  The late team replenishes as needed, 
serves after the 9:30 am Mass, then takes down and cleans up.  Each team serves once a month and 
individual team members can help out on the fifth Sundays.  This is a perfect ministry for those who have 
limited time, but still want to help our community. 
 
For more information, please contact Kevin Hagan at kevin@stmargaretmary.org or (407) 647-3392. 
 

 
 

Surviving the Holidays 
 
Divorce makes the holidays even more difficult.  Other families are having fun and 
you are not.  These top ten tips for “Surviving the Holidays” can help unload the 
dread, anxiety, or loneliness for a time of inner peace and hope.  For the ten tips:  
Click Here 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

mailto:mchand01@gmail.com
mailto:meghancollinsCNM@gmail.com
mailto:kevin@stmargaretmary.org
http://files.ctctcdn.com/723f63ad001/ed6df680-99d6-47b0-a57e-fbc55cae66d5.pdf


Life Choice Women’s Center 
 
Life Choice Women’s Center would like to thank all St. Margaret Mary 
Catholic Church parishioners who supported our 2015  Baby Bottle 
Campaign.  We are very grateful for your generous support which so far 
totals $6,935.94. 
 
Your donations will help us continue to provide education, free medical 

services and material support to the women and families we serve.  Please continue to pray for the unborn, 
their families and the success of this ministry.  May the Lord bless your generosity abundantly! 
 

 
 

Confirmation Preparation 
Beginning January 17th 
 
Are you a practicing Catholic who has never been confirmed?  If so, there will be 
three weekly preparation sessions for this sacrament beginning on January 17th.  
Confirmation will be celebrated here on February 3rd with Bishop Noonan.  Please 
contact Sr. Rosemary to register for these sessions at: (407) 644-6812 or 
srrosemary@stmargaretmary.org. 
 

 

 
 

Parish Mission  
January 18th, 19th and 20th 
 
Presented by Father Kevin MacDonald, C.Ss.R.  Morning session begins with 8:00 
am Mass. The evening session which will be different from the morning session 
begins at 7:00 pm. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Vacation Bible Camp 
June 20 - 24 from 9:00 to Noon 
 
It is time to begin thinking about our Vacation Bible Camp this summer.  Especially 
those who wish to volunteer to help.  Teens fifteen and older and adults who would 
like to help must be fingerprinted.  If you have been fingerprinted longer than five 
years ago, you must repeat the process.  Please contact Kristie Altman at (407) 
647-5171 or Kristie@stmargaretmary.org  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:srrosemary@stmargaretmary.org
mailto:Kristie@stmargaretmary.org


Previous Items: 

 

Advent Wreath Lighting 
 
Would you like to assist in the liturgies during Advent by lighting a candle of the 
Advent wreath at the beginning of Mass?   
 
Please contact Lisa Weis at lisa@stmargaretmary.org or 407-647-3392 ext. 266 with 
your name, phone number, email and preferred Mass time.  The remaining weekends 
of Advent are:  December 12/13, and December 19/20. 
 

 
 

Haiti Alternate Gift Program 
November 29 - December 22   -  Online, at the office, after Mass 
 
Give a Meaningful Gift this Christmas! Continuing this week you can once again give 
a meaningful gift at Christmas through the Haiti Alternate Gift Program.  By 
purchasing charming cards featuring baby chicks ($20), hens and rooster ($35), a 
goat ($75), a pig ($100), a donkey ($125), or a cow ($495), you will enable families 
in Haiti to thrive.  Cards are available online at www.stmargaretmary.org, at the 
parish office during the week, and after weekend Masses December 12-13.  All 

proceeds from these cards provide support for the many livestock programs at our sister parish in Haiti, Our 
Lady of Perpetual Help.  Thank you! 
 

 
 

Women’s Advent Breakfast 
Friday, Dec. 11, 8:30 – 10:00 a.m.- Parish Hall 
 
Guest Speaker:  Amanda Livermore 
 
Amanda is the Director of Mission Effectiveness for Bishop Moore Catholic High 
School. In this role, she is able to celebrate and strengthen the Catholic Identity of 
Bishop Moore through ministry with students, parents, teachers, and service within 
the community. Over the last ten years, she has worked for the Diocese of Orlando 

in Youth and Young Adult Ministry as well as Missions. She received her Masters in Pastoral Studies from 
Loyola University with a focus on Spirituality. These experiences help shape her own vocation as wife and 
mother of two children, Isabel and Sammy. 
 

 
 

St. Margaret Mary Senior Citizens’ Dinner 
Tuesday, December 15th at 5:30 pm 
 
Mark your calendar for this very special evening to honor our senior citizens. A 
delicious dinner will be served in the Parish Hall on Tuesday, December 15th.  All are 
invited to attend. 
 
 
 

 

file:///C:/Users/hagank.SCHOOL/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/5K2E3M2O/lisa@stmargaretmary.org
http://www.stmargaretmary.org/


 

Family Promise/IHN is coming Christmas Week!!  
Check your calendar today! 
 
December 20-27 four homeless families with children will be staying on the second 
floor of our Family Life Building. If you would like to help by staying with the families 
while they are here, by setting up or taking down their living spaces, or by doing 
laundry, please contact Georgia Langdon, 407-628-0283 or langdongal@aol.com.  
You will also have the opportunity next weekend after Mass to sign up to help as well 
as to select items to donate. 

 

 
 
 

Incense at Advent 
“Let my prayer arise before you like incense…” 
 
Please be aware that incense will be used at some of our upcoming Masses. For 
those of you who have allergies or a sensitivity to incense, you may want to consider 
participating at the 8:00 am Sunday Masses, when incense will NOT be used.  
 
Incense will be used during Sundays of Advent and at the following Christmas 
Masses:  9:00pm, 11:00 pm on Christmas Eve, and 9:30am and 11:00am on 

Christmas Day. 
 

 
 

 

 

Parish Vision Statement 
 

Called into relationship by the Holy Spirit and  

Centered in the Eucharist 

St. Margaret Mary Parish is a welcoming community, 

Sent by Christ to serve. 

 

mailto:langdongal@aol.com

