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Agriculture Program

Here are the kids
from one of the
Peace Programs
learning about caring
for the environment,
the importance of
recycling and proper
disposal of trash.
They are all looking
at a computer, but
shortly they will be
able to use a donated projector to show
the computer program on a wall for

Building rock walls or dams might not be
set up nurseries, rotate and feed crops ,
standard in most agricultural training but
and grow different cash crops for market.
when you live on a mountain and watch
They have become proud of their new
your topsoil wash away it might be that
ability to graft and improve their fruit trees.
which saves your crops. The
Agriculture Programs at Our
Corn growing in newly recovered soil
Lady of Perpetual Help Is now
entering its third year. 180
farmers have been recipients
of the Ag training alomg with
seeds for new crops. Along
with the dam building,
participants have learned to

better viewing.

A Report on the Women’s Bank from Haitian Jean Bony.
“In fact, the bank is a very good and important activity for the women in all the Parish. Normally, in the couples, the
woman gives the money for all these activities, to send children to school, buy medicine, etc., when the woman can
not afford all the things, the family sufferers. Thanks to the arrival of the Bank, they create business: they go to Jacmel, buy products and sell them in the markets. Now the women get an income.
They become active in the community. They can intervene in the family's life. And it's more than
just money, they get the importance they deserve, they get respected. Thanks to Saint Margaret
Mary, the children are not sent back home for not having paid tuition fees, they get food when
they need it,
Personally, my feelings is the Bank brings peace in the family. As everybody knows, when there is
no money in a family, troubles take over.”
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By the Numbers:
More than 1300 families have
received goats from the Livestock Get One, Give one Program.
716 were purchased with funds
from SMM.
602 are the first-born babies of
the SMM purchased ones that
have been given to new families.
***********************************
Commercial Loan Program:
Average loan $200
Loans to date 63
All 63 loans are being paid
back on time.
To date $1000 has been
earned for the OLPH parish
Marriage Program .

When SMM first met with Our Lady of
Perpetual Help parishioners to discuss
the needs of the parish, we were asked
to help them find a way to feed the frail
and destitute elderly who live all around
the parish. These are the seniors who
have no family left to help them like one
woman who had had seven
children, all now dead. Of
course this is Haiti so there
is nothing like Social
Security. These people are
dependent on the kindness
of their neighbors for food
and support.

fraternity members of each chapel are
given a pig to raise. When a pig has
babies, those who raised the mama and
papa pigs get one baby and the rest are
either sold or given to other fraternity
members to raise. The money raised
from selling the baby pigs is
accumulated until there is
enough to begin
purchasing food for the
needy seniors.

Then the fraternities
purchase and distribute
basic food supplies like
rice, beans and oil.
Meeting a fraternity
The good thing is that each
Neighbors have offered to
chapel has a fraternity to study the
use these staples to prepare meals for
gospel and take care of needs in their
the seniors for healthy nourishment.
community. And many fraternity
This Program began feeding some of the
members are willing to help their
seniors in February, 2018 ,and since has
neighbors, although their own financial
continued adding recipients. There may
conditions makes it impossible to
be no Social Security but now there is
support feeding another person all the
the beginning of OLPH security.
time.
With SMM support, OLPH elected to
begin a pig raising program. Volunteer
Thanks to SMM donors, this beautiful new
chapel of St, Augustin was dedicated in
2019.

School News
In our work in Haiti, sustainability is critical When
we leave a parish, there should be a way for programs
or skills to carry on. In the four schools at Our Lady
of Perpetual Help, SMM has provided books, teacher
training, teacher supplies, and music instruments.
And these things are much needed and very much
appreciated, but they do not address the biggest
expense in running a school — teacher salaries .
Typical teacher salary at OLPH schools is $75.00 per
month. And at the beginning of the school year

(when most families pay tuition) teachers get their
$75. By the end of the school year in 2018, teachers
were only receiving about $25.00 per month.
Several years ago we provided every teacher with a
cow and they loved it. So
this year they all received
a cow as a Christmas
present. This calf
represents future
sustainable income for
each of the teachers.

