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Your house and your kingdom shall endure forever before me; 

your throne shall stand firm forever (2 Sam 7:16). 

 

My Sisters and Brothers in Christ: 

 

Throughout the Dioceses within the state of Florida, effective at the end of day, regularly 

scheduled celebration of Masses and other liturgical events for the faithful in parish churches and 

other public sanctuaries are suspended until further notice in cooperation with efforts to contain 

the spread of the coronavirus (COVID-19). Visitation to the churches to pray is also suspended.  

Any parish event or ministry event – e.g. prayer groups, bible studies, etc. – are suspended or 

postponed. 

 

Funerals, or other celebrations which perhaps cannot be postponed - baptisms or weddings - may 

be celebrated with immediate family members only who are not sick and are not advised by their 

doctors to self-quarantine. 

 

Priests will celebrate daily Mass for the intentions of the faithful albeit without their presence.  

Also, priests and other parish staff – who are not sick or otherwise advised to self-quarantine – 

while exercising prudence and observing social distancing will be available to the faithful at the 

parish offices. 

 

For emergency situations, parishioners are invited to communicate with a priest, deacon or 

available staff by phone or by email. Parish staff will work with parishioners to identify a priest 

for their pastoral needs such as sick calls, request for the Sacrament of Penance, etc.  Priests will 

respond to hospital calls or calls from other health facilities and will cooperate with that hospital 

or facility by following proper protocols as required (wearing of masks, gloves, protective 

clothing, etc.). 

 

Catholics can make an Act of Spiritual Communion 

It has long been a Catholic understanding that when circumstances prevent one from receiving 

Holy Communion, it is possible to make an Act of Spiritual Communion which is a source of 

grace. Spiritual Communion means uniting one’s self in prayer with Christ’s sacrifice 

and worshiping Him in His Body and Blood. The most common reason for making an Act of 

Spiritual Communion is when a person cannot attend Mass. Acts of Spiritual Communion 


