We might easiIK agree that Lent is not just about giving up things. But do we
sense the depth to which we are called? The fact that we can even think of
doing anything good is because God has taken the initiative and first loved
us. Thatinitiative is so strong it can’t be broken. The Scriptures call it a
COVENANT, a word we will hear throughout Lent. "/ will write it upon your
hearts” says Jeremiah. Even when we fail, God’s covenant with us endures.

We are repeatedly gifted with merciful kindness.

Beginning with God’s Covenant doesn’t work in a magical way though. Rather,
Lent supplies us with a whole battery of support and instruction about how to
respond to love. We make room in our lives for God's presence. We empty
ourselves of the little things... and the big things ... that keep that loving
covenant from affecting us. Above all it's our hearts that are changing. We
notice it in very concrete ways — in prayer, in fasting, in reaching out to those in
need. All this “heart work” and “hard work,"” this response to covenant during
Lent, is CONVERSION.

Our conversion is not a one-time experience either. It is lived out over time,
and requires repetition. It actually requires COMMITMENT. With
commitment, God’s covenant becomes part of our character. It expresses who
we are.

The Eucharist unfolds these three realities for us so that we can be united to
Christ’s self-giving and become one with Him. Our journey this Lent is to say
yes to:

Covenant — Conversion — Commitment.
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o calendar & mass schedule

Monday, February 19

8:00 am Mass (Church) (Rosary in Chapel prior: 7:30 am)
5:30 pm Mass (Chapel)

6:30 pm Altar Server Training (Church)

6:45 pm Young Adults: Marian Mondays (Chapel)
7:00 pm  MOMs Book Study: Blessed is She

Tuesday, February 20
7:00 am Fr. Walsh’s Men’s Bible Study (Cana Room)
8:00 am Mass (Church) (Rosary in Chapel prior: 7:30 am)
9:30 am Rosary & Prayer at Abortion Clinic
10:00 am Purls and Prayers
5:30 pm Mass (Chapel)

First Communion Preparation

Wednesday, February 21

8:00 am Mass (Church) (Rosary in Chapel prior: 7:30 am)
10:00 am Writing Group (SMM Room)

5:30 pm Mass (Chapel)

5:30 pm Family Faith Session (Begins with Mass)
7:00 pm SMM Choir Rehearsal (Chapel)

Thursday, February 22

8:00 am Mass (Church) (Rosary in Chapel prior: 7:30 am)
9:30am Women'’s Bible Study

5:30 pm Mass (Chapel)

7:00 pm  Surviving Divorce

Friday, February 23

8:00 am Mass (Church) (Rosary in Chapel prior: 7:30 am)
8:30 am Sacrament of Reconciliation (Chapel)

8:30 am Theology of the Body Parent Session

5:30 pm Mass (Chapel)

6:00 pm Marriage Ministry Date Night

7:00 pm Stations of the Cross (Church)

Saturday, February 24

8:00 am Mass (Church) (Rosary in Chapel prior: 7:30 am)
8:30 am Sacrament of Reconciliation (Chapel)
3:45-4:45 pm  Sacrament of Reconciliation (Chapel)
5:00 pm Vigil Mass for Sunday

Sunday, February 25 - Second Sunday of Lent
8:00am Mass

8:00 am Marriage Ministry Morning

9:30am Mass (babysitting available for ages 4 & under)
10:30 am Faith Formation

10:30 am Early Catholic Family Life

12 Noon Mass

6:00 pm Mass

7:00 pm High School Life Night

] Social Justice [ Connect
] Faith Formation [ Liturgy
Sacraments il SMM School Support
[

« MAss infentions « readings

Mon: Lv19:1-2,11-18 e Ps19 e Mt 25:31-46
219 8am T Stephen Steingass
5:30 pm 1 Stephen Lorow
Tue: Is55:10—11 e Ps34 ¢ Mt 6:7-15
2/20 8am T Andrew & Dorothy Chontos
5:30 pm { Paul Alexander
Wed  St. Peter Damian
2/21 Jon3:1-10ePs51eLk11:29-32
8 am 1 Elizabeth Murray
5:30 pm { Jame Behan
Thu:  Feast of the Chair of St. Peter
2/22 1Pt5:1—-4ePs23eMt16:13-19
8 am T Loraine Hunting
5:30 pm {1 Keith Jennings
Fri: St. Polycarp
2/23 Ez 18:21 —28 ¢ Ps 130 ¢ Mt 5:20 - 26
8 am T Linda Hannigan
5:30 pm 1 Steve Lincourt
Sat: Dt 26:16 —19 e Ps 119 e Mt 5:43 — 48
224 8am T John Sherry
5:00 pm 1 Ronni Miller
Sun:  Second Sunday of Lent
2/25 Gn22:1-2,9a3,10-13,15-18 e Ps 116
e Rom 8:31b—34 ¢« Mk 9:2-10
8 am T Richard & Joan Schulenburg
9:30 am Parish Family
12 Noon { Andrew Arsulowicz
6 pm T Sylvia Micalizio
Virtual

To make an online donation
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— 2024 —

St. Margaret Mary
Parish Goal:

Use your phone
and scan code with
your camera.

$783,286.00

www.cfocf.org/oca/give

Your generosity

supports the

Diocese of
Orlando

SPRING PRAYER VIGIL: PRAY TO SAVE
LIVES FROM ABORTION: 40 DAYS FOR LIFE

Feb 14 - Mar 24

All Women's Health Center, 431 Maitland
Avenue Altamonte Springs.

Join the 40 Days for Life campaign today.
Sign up for breaking news, devotionals, and
prayers: 40daysforlife.com/en/
altamontesprings

LENTEN FILM SERIES

Monday nights at 6:30 pm, February 26,
March 4, March 11 (Damascus Room)

Join our Peace & Justice Ministry select
Mondays in Lent for film screenings that invite
us to deeper consideration of Catholic Social
Teaching, especially how we journey together
in community, care for our planet, and care for
vulnerable members of our communities.
February 26 - Living Old offers a powerful
and intimate look at the realities of aging in
America. Sharing stories of seniors and their

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

Or, use your
Our Catholic Appeal
envelope. If you did not
receive one in the mail, they
are available in Church and
in the Parish Office.

families in rural and urban communities, the
film focuses on the increasing numbers of
Americans living longer lives, various aspects
of their health, and effects on their
caregivers.

LEGISLATIVE ADVOCACY

We put our faith into action by advocating for
policies that matter to Catholics. The Florida
Conference of Catholic Bishops has
identified supporting reasonable gun
regulation as one of its legislative priorities,
The Florida legislature is considering several
bills that would weaken common sense limits
on access to guns. These include HB 17
Expiration of the Mandatory Waiting Period
for Firearm Purchases; SB 1124. Changes in
the Mandatory Waiting; HB 1223. Lowers the
Minimum Age for Gun Possession from 21 to
18 (This bill reverses the law that was passed
after the tragic Margery Stoneman Douglas
HS mass shooting in Parkland, FL); HB 1619
Carrying and Possession of Weapons and
Firearms (This bill expands open carry
rights.) Contact your state Senator and
Representative and express your opinion on
these measures. Visit paxchristiflorida.org/
pc-flac24/billstowatch/
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ST. ANNE'S MINISTRY

Wednesday, March 6, 8:30 am-9:30 am in
the Antioch Room

Gather this month for our spring service
project: Lazarus Ministry Easter Baskets and a
visit with our pastor, Fr. Walsh. RSVP on the
website: stmargaretmary.org/st-anne-
ministry

SENIOR ADULT MINISTRY (65+) EVENTS

All men and women age 65+ are invited to
join the fun and fellowship at these February
events:

Book Club: Wednesday, February 28 from

10 am - 12 Noon in the Family Life Center.

COFFEE &
FELLOWSHIP FOR

ALL MOMS

Saturday, March 16,

9:30-10:30 am,

Lobos Coffee Roaster,

3000 Corrine Drive,

Orlando. Sponsored by the Elizabeth Ministry.
Thanks to the Elizabeth Ministry 2024 Prayer Shower
Team:Kristen Hamilton, Jenny Condello, Teresa
Conner, Katie Perez, Blair Golen, and Julie
Byrnes. Not pictured: Laura & Ella Roche

ENCOUNTER JESUS IN A NEW WAY
THIS LENT

This Lent, FORMED.org is offering a new
opportunity to deepen our appreciation of the
Eucharist. Daily Bread: Discover the
Eucharist in Scripture explores the biblical
roots of the Eucharist and how the earliest

Christians understood it as the fulfillment of
many Old Testament promises. Based on Dr.
Brant Pitre’s book Jesus and the Jewish Roots
of the Eucharist, these daily Lenten reflection
videos will radically transform your love for the
Blessed Sacrament. Visit daily.formed.org/
lent to sign up for the daily email containing a
video from the series

LAST CHANCE TO RSVP FOR THE
MARRIAGE MINISTRY DATE NIGHTS
WEEKEND!

*Friday night, Feb. 23, 6-8 pm with Deacon
Bill and his wife Concetta; AND Deacon Walt
and his wife Nancy. Come hear their stories on
“The Temperament God Gave you". Beer,
wine, dinner, and babysitting provided $10
per couple.

* Saturday morning Feb. 24, 8-noon, with
Ray and Claudia Zeliadt. Gather for 8am Mass
in the main church followed by breakfast and
program. $5 per couple. Babysitting also
provided with RSVP.

Attend one or both! RSVP for both or either
event at: stmargaretmary.org/marriage-
ministry/

LENT DAILY REFLECTION BOOKS

We have a limited supply of Lent Daily
Reflection books available at the front desk of
the Parish Office. If you are interested in
getting one, please stop by and pick up your
free copy.

ONLINE REFLECTIONS/WEEKLY STUDY

Did you know our parish offers weekly online
study and reflections? We call it eFormation.
eFormation is a weekly email providing online
access to a variety of short articles, videos, and
Sr. Rosemary's weekly reflections which
provide an opportunity to dive a little deeper
into your faith at your convenience. The email
is sent out every Tuesday evening. Visit the
website at stmargaretmary.org/sign-up to
register for eFormation emails.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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LIFE IN THE EUCHARIST RETREAT
April 12/13-Sign up today

The heart of every parish is found in its
coming together to celebrate the
Eucharist and being sent forth to live the
Gospel.

The retreat will explore five rich themes of
the Mystery of the Eucharist and deepen
our awareness and appreciation of
Christ’s Presence in our midst.

For more information or to register, visit
stmargaretmary.org/lite

BLESSED IS SHE BIBLE

STUDY FOR MOMS
Mondays, 7-8 pm, Holy
Grounds

Using the book from

Blessed Is She, "Rooted:
Blessed Conversations Study on The
Catechism". Order your book now, bring a
friend, and join us in fruitful fellowship
and discussion. Come even if you haven't
read the book- all are welcome! No RSVP
needed. Contact the Family Life Office for
more info: lori@stmargaretmary.org

For Children...

OUR NEXT FAMILY FAITH SESSION

Wednesday, February 21 from 5:30-
7:30 pm. Please use the FlockNote sign-
up to let us know that you'll be coming, in
addition to your meal selection. We look
forward to seeing all of our registered
families for the session!

EARLY
CATHOLIC

FAMILY LIFE

Sunday,

February 25,

10:30-11:45 am.

For families with children ages 4 and
under. New families always welcome!
Join Kelly, Kevin, and Sheamus Smith for
this session on “God Forgives Us".

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

Hands on activities, songs, stories and snacks
provided. New families welcome!

RSVP online at: stmargaretmary.org/early-
catholic-family-life.

For more information contact the Family Life
Office at 407-645-0284.

BETWEEN YOU AND ME

Family Life program for 5th Grade Girls & their
Mothers.

Wednesday, February 28, 7-8:30 pm,
Antioch Room.

RSVP for this session so we have enough
supplies at: stmargaretmary.org/between-
you-and-me

For Middle & High
S(hocl 000 SMM

Youth
LIFE NIGHTS (HIGH SCHOOL) Ministry
« Sunday, February 25, 7-8:30
pm

« Sunday, March 3,7 - 8:30 pm

= Please enter the FLC building through the
back lobby doors (by Mary statue that faces
the parking lot). We'll have dinner, games,
and a topic to chat about, including how to
have the best Lent yet! Can't wait to see
youl!

EDGE NIGHTS (MIDDLE SCHOOL)

o« Wednesday, February 28, 6:30-8 pm

o« Wednesday, March 6, 6:30 - 8 pm

= Please enter the FLC building through the
back lobby doors (by Mary statue that faces
the parking lot). We'll have dinner, games,
and a topic to chat about. Can't wait to see
you!

NEXT FAMILY FAITH (OPEN TO BOTH

MIDDLE SCHOOL & HIGH SCHOOL)

Wednesday, February 21, 5:30 Mass then
Dinner/Lesson/Breakouts through 7:30pm
Feel free to join us with your families. We will
be talking all about how we can have the best
Lent yet!
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PARENTS/ADULTS OF OUR PARISH

We have Core Teams of committed volunteers
for each group but need to build these teams
as our groups of students continuously grow.
If interested in learning more about regularly
volunteering with EDGE or Life Teen, please
email peyton@stmargaretmary.org

LOOKING FOR MORE VOLUNTEER OPPS
FORTEENS?

Registrants, check your emails from “SMM
Youth Ministry” for our monthly youth ministry
e-newsletter with all upcoming dates, extra
events that pop up, service opportunities &
sign-ups, and other things that are offered and
regularly sent out at the beginning of each
new month.

Young Adults ...

MARIAN MONDAYS
Every Monday at 6:45 pm in the Chapel

ULTIMATE FRISBEE

Saturday, February 24 at 4 pm. Blue Jacket
Park, 2501 General Rees Ave, Orlando

EXECUTIVE SPEAKER SERIES

YOUNG CATHOLIC PROFESSIONALS

Thursday, February 22, 7-9 pm at Holy
Redeemer Catholic Church. With Rachel
Bulman. ycp.glueup.com/event/97800

THE CHILDREN'S LITURGY OF THE WORD

is a kid-friendly version of the readings and
acclamations that are experienced at Mass.
Students aged 4 to 8 (roughly Pre-K through
Second Grade) are welcome to join us for our
session during the 9:30 am Sunday Mass.

Saturday, February 17 - Palm Sunday

This year's Lenten Alms Collection will benefit
Senior's First, Inc. of Orlando.

Seniors First offers the choice, hope and
quality care needed for senior independent
living.

Founded in 1966, they offer a vital support
system to vulnerable, older adults aged 60
and up and adults of all ages living with
disabilities in both Orange and Seminole
counties. They provide Meals on Wheels, and
other nutrition programs, in-home care,
medical equipment, a community food pantry
and public guardianship to help individuals
age in place.

Their goal is to help seniors meet their daily
living needs at home, which greatly impacts
their health and ability to remain living
independently. With community-based
assistance, seniors can thrive at home where
they are happiest.

Donation envelopes can be found on the
tables near the church exits and are available
in the church office. Envelopes can be placed
in the collection basket or returned to the
church office, or you can scan the QR code on
the envelop and donate electronically.

The clients of the food pantry appreciate all
food donations to help them combat hunger.
In particular, the pantry is currently in most
need of the following items:
Pop-top fruit and applesauce
Individual potato chips/snacks
Individual juice box
Individual pop-top tuna packages
Family-size juice bottles
Family-size pasta and pasta sauce
Thank you for your donations!
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Since the completion of the Parish Hall and
church offices in the early 2000’s, St.
Margaret Mary has offered a Capital
Outreach Grant Program. The grant program
provides funds to assist non-profit
organizations that serve people in need.
Grant deadlines are March 1 and September
1 of each year.

Its inception was directed by Fr. Walsh who
wanted to make sure we, as a parish,
continued our call to discipleship outside the
walls of our Winter Park location. And so, for
the last 20 or so years, we have provided
more than 350 grants to over 140 different
organizations in central Florida and abroad.

A grant committee reviews each of the
applications and as a group, determines
whether an award is made and what amount
is appropriate based on the request, need
and scope of impact of the use of the funds.

If you know of an organization that might
benefit from a grant, the applications can be
found on the church website under
Ministries/Advocacy & Christian Service and
the next deadline is March 1, 2024.

LET US PRAY FOR THOSE WHO HAVE
CELEBRATED THE SACRAMENTS ...

BAPTISM Thomas Michael Van Patten

MARRIAGE

Matthew Kalley and Victoria Licata
Andrew Hirko and Elizabeth Byron

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

FIRST COMMUNION
PREPARATION

Our next Sacrament

Preparation session will be

held on Tuesday,

February 20 for

registered students.

Doves, Fish, Hearts, Rainbows, Seashells
and Trees will begin at 5:30 in the Parish
Hall. Butterflies, Clouds, Earth, Sheep and
Sunbeams will begin in the Church at
6:30. All students must bring their books
and school supplies to class. Holy Water
should be left at home.

THE RITE OF SENDING & RITE OF
ELECTION

We pray for our 14 catechumens who
will celebrate the Rite of Sending at the
9:30 Mass this weekend. This rite offers
our parish community the opportunity to
acknowledge their spiritual progress and
send them forth with prayer and support
to participate in the Rite of Election with
the Bishop that afternoon at the Basilica.
The Rite of Election is a key moment.
Their godparents/sponsors attest to their
readiness, and they declare their formal
commitment to be initiated into the
Catholic Church. They now become the
Elect and will enter the period of
Purification & Enlightenment as they begin
final preparation to be baptized and
receive the sacraments of Confirmation
and Holy Eucharist at the Easter Vigil.

ALL FOCCUS SUPPORT COUPLES are

invited to a team zoom session on
Monday, March 4,

7:30-8 pm. Time to

refresh your skills and

chat with others on the

team about best

practices! RSVP for the zoom link to
lori@stmargaretmary.org
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SURVIVING DIVORCE

Helping you find Peace, Power, and Passion
after your divorce.

new group starting this Thursday, 7-9 pm
Surviving Divorce is a nationally acclaimed 12-
week program; accompanies people on their
journey using weekly video, personal reflection,
journaling and small group sharing.

For the newly separated and divorced AND
those still struggling with issues many years
later. Session topics include shock and grief,
anger and forgiveness, money issues, dealing
with children and a former spouse, and
annulment and remarriage. This program strives
to help all find answers to questions, restore
hope, and begin authentic healing. Cost: $10.
Includes online access to the videos, the
Surviving Divorce Personal Guide, and all
program materials. Please register online:
stmargaretmary.org/divorce-support-group

THEOLOGY OF THE BODY PARENT SESSION

Friday, February 23, 8:30 am -
9:45 am, 2" Floor Family Life
Center.

All parents and grandparents of

tots, tweens, and teens are

invited to our next breakfast and

discussion to hear more on how the Church'’s
teaching on sexuality can help all students who
are desperately seeking answers today
regarding identity, sexuality, love and
relationships.

RSVP on the website: stmargaretmary.org/tob
-parentsession/

Or call the Family Life office for more info at 407
-645-0284.

SURVIVING SPOUSES

Next meeting will be Monday,
February 26 at 11:00 am

You are invited to join other
widows and widowers for the
purpose of bringing together the
members of our parish who have
lost a wife or husband. The group

offers an atmosphere of support and
understanding with encouragement
through sharing and prayer.

For more information please contact
Deacon Bill Timmes 407-647-3392

MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER

Prepare for Easterin a

special way this year. A

Worldwide Marriage

Encounter Weekend will

help you enjoy life with a

new closeness to each

other and God. You don't need it - you
DESERVE a Marriage Encounter Weekend!
Sign up today to attend an upcoming
Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend
on May 5-8 in Winter Park or July 19-21

in St Johns. For more .
information or for other E LE
scheduled weekends visit our , .

website at wwme.org or e-
mail: Applications@FLCN- E
wwme.org

Have you been coming to Mass here
but have never registered?

Please ask one of our ushers for a New
Parishioner Registration form.

We would love to include you in
all our SMM events and
communications.

Time to be an official part
of our SMM parish family!

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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