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HOPE IS RENEWED AS GOD PROMISES A PROPHET

Desert Wanderings Narrative: Numbers 15–22 |  

Supplemental: Deuteronomy 13–23; Psalms 96–100, 102, 105

S ome Israelites continue to rebel against 

God’s work even though they have been 

given the Law. Our readings include several 

rebellions against Moses and Aaron, along 

with the punishments God sends. The rebels 

include Levites, who had been granted the 

special privilege of being priests because 

of their prior faithfulness. Clearly, past 

faithfulness does not necessarily equate to 

future faithfulness. The opposite is also true: 

Those who defy God do not have to remain 

rebels. The reading from Numbers ends with 

the first part of the story concerning Balak 

and Balaam. It shows that there is only one 

God, and he is the Lord of all people, whether 

they acknowledge it or not.

• Tithing, a key commandment discussed in Deuteronomy, is not 

simply for worship but also to support the Levites, since they 

do not have their own land. Tithes also help widows, orphans, 

and strangers.

• These details help us understand how God sets the community 

in an organization of interdependence. This is God teaching the 

Israelites the importance of community, duty, and love.

• Rebels Dathan and Abiram resent God for bringing them out of 

Egypt. They have a false image of Egypt, as if slavery were better 

than the promises made regarding the Promised Land. They claim 

God wants to “kill them in the wilderness.”

• As a consequence of their disobedience, the Lord destroys the 

families of Korah, Abiram, and Dathan.

• Like the Israelites, we can believe we were happier in our 

past brokenness and bondage to sin, even as God leads us to 

true freedom.

• Laws and regulations are set forth in Deuteronomy, where we also 

find words of prophecy and promise.

• God promises to raise a prophet like Moses from among the people, 

a messianic prophecy of the coming of Jesus. Many prophets are 

like Moses, but Jesus is the only one who perfectly fulfills the role 

of prophet.

• Deuteronomy 20 says people must always be permitted to 

surrender in war—except for Canaanites.

• The Canaanites live violent, wicked lives. They sacrifice their 

children to a god. They have brought God’s judgment upon 

themselves, which he will exact through Israel.

Moses Brings out Water from the Rock  

by Bernardino Luini
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Dive Deeper

Pray Psalm 100, focusing on giving God 

praise with the words of each line. Give 

him thanks for the good he has done 

for you and for our fathers in faith.

The Bible in a Year is a daily podcast, produced by 

Ascension and hosted by Fr. Mike Schmitz, where we 

read the whole Bible following The Great Adventure Bible-

study program created by Je� Cavins. This bulletin was 

adapted from The Bible in a Year Companion books that 

complement the podcast.

Bible Answers

How does Numbers 20 relate to 

the sacraments?

In Numbers 20, we have another scene where 

God brings forth water from a rock. As with 

Exodus 17, this episode begins with the people 

grumbling—even complaining that the Lord 

brought them up out of the land of Egypt (see 

Numbers 20:2–5).

The Lord asks Moses to “tell” the rock to bring 

forth water (Numbers 20:8), as opposed to 

striking it, as he was instructed to do in Exodus 

17. Here, we can see an image of the sacraments, 

whose power comes, in part, from the spoken 

liturgical word. God asks us to trust in the 

awesome power of the sacraments he has 

established, just as he asked Moses to trust him.

ARNON RIVER

This is the Arnon River near Aroer. Balak went to meet Balaam near 

this river. (See Numbers 22:36.)

Scan the QR code to listen to the Bible in a Year podcast on the 

Ascension app, to get exclusive content, and to access transcripts 

for every episode. Download the reading plan at https://media.

ascensionpress.com/category/ascension-podcasts/bibleinayear/
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