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A NEW KING MOURNS A KING, UNIFIES ISRAEL

The reading from 1 Chronicles 

recounts the genealogies of the 

Israelites from Adam to Abraham, 

through the twelve tribes of Israel, 

to the kingship of David. His rise as 

the one king of Israel brings unity 

to the many names and generations 

seen in the biblical genealogies. The 

unification, however, will come to 

complete fulfillment for all humanity in 

Jesus, who comes from the human line 

of David.

• In 2 Samuel 1, David mourns the deaths of his enemy Saul and 

his dear friend Jonathan by singing a song of lamentation. David 

entreats the people of Israel to learn this song and sing it. David 

refuses to be held captive by the memory of Saul’s animosity 

and jealousy. Rather, he honors Saul.

• David’s rise to power includes numerous instances of violence 

and mercy.

• He must war against the relatives of Saul, but he does so while 

taking many opportunities to forgive those who fight him. 

• Under David, Israel’s unity will be based on the law of the Lord.

• The new king of Israel makes Jerusalem its capital, choosing it as 

his stronghold. 

• In 2 Samuel 6, David brings the Ark of the Covenant back to 

Jerusalem. The sacred Ark contains the Ten Commandments, 

Aaron’s sta�, and manna.

• This chapter emphasizes the sacredness of the Ark. Of course, 

Mary will be the more important Ark. 

• Mary, the Mother of God, is the “new Ark of the Covenant,” who 

carries the Word made flesh and “the living bread which came 

down from heaven” in her womb (John 6:51).

• God is pleased with David. He instructs the prophet Nathan to 

let David know that God will bless David’s house. 

• Although David has unified the kingdom, Deuteronomy 17:17 

warns that a king should not have multiple wives “lest his heart 

turn away.” Recalcitrant, King David takes many wives and 

concubines (see 2 Samuel 5:13).

• As a result, most of David’s problems will come not from external 

enemies but from his own family.
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Scan the QR code to listen to the Bible in a Year podcast on the 

Ascension app, to get exclusive content, and to access transcripts 

for every episode. Download the reading plan at https://media.

ascensionpress.com/category/ascension-podcasts/bibleinayear/

The Bible in a Year is a daily podcast, produced by 

Ascension and hosted by Fr. Mike Schmitz, where we 

read the whole Bible following The Great Adventure 

Bible-study program created by Je� Cavins. This 

bulletin was adapted from The Bible in a Year 

Companion books that complement the podcast.

Dive Deeper

Today, reflect on your relationships with those 

who have hurt you. Can you be reconciled with 

them and even become friends? If a relationship 

is not possible, allow God to enter into your heart 

and give you the grace to forgive them.

Bible Answers

How does Saul die?

King Saul is overcome by the Philistines and 

knows his wounds are mortal. Rather than 

dying at the hands of the Philistines, he asks his 

armor-bearer to kill him. The man refuses, so 

“Saul took his own sword, and fell upon it”  

(1 Samuel 31:4).

In 2 Samuel 1, an Amalekite tells David that Saul 

is dead and—seeking to gain favor with David—

falsely states he killed the king. The lying 

Amalekite’s words displease David so much that 

they cost the man his life, for he claimed to have 

killed the Lord’s anointed.

There is no contradiction between the accounts 

of Saul’s death. 1 Samuel reveals the events 

as they unfold, while 2 Samuel reports the 

Amalekite’s lie.

DAVID’S PALACE IN JERUSALEM

This reconstruction drawing shows the palace of King David. 

(See 2 Samuel 5:9–11.)  

 

In the excavations of 1978–1985, a stepped stone structure 

was discovered that may have served as a foundation for 

David’s palace higher up the hill.
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