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Divided Kingdom Narrative: 1 Kings 12–21 | Supplemental: 2 Chronicles 10–22; Song of Solomon 1–7

GOD LETS A DIVIDED KINGDOM STAND

The “Divided Kingdom” period of The 

Bible in a Year begins a�er the death 

of Solomon. A king on the throne from the 

house of David was meant to be permanent. 

The monarchy, though, was split between the 

Northern Kingdom (Israel) and the Southern 

Kingdom (Judah) in 930 bc. The first king of 

the north is Jeroboam, while Rehoboam, the 

son of Solomon, rules in the south. Although 

this division was not God’s will, he continues 

to have a relationship with the people of 

both the north and the south to try to lead 

them to obedience. 

• The division of the kingdom occurs because Rehoboam 

ignores the advice of advisors who counsel him to li� some 

of the burdens Solomon had invoked. Rehoboam thinks he 

must threaten and oppress the people to maintain his rule. 

• Led by Jeroboam, the northern tribes rebel against 

Rehoboam and form the kingdom of Israel, leaving 

Rehoboam’s kingdom of Judah comprising the tribes of 

Judah and Benjamin. 

• To keep the people from going to Jerusalem to worship in 

the Temple—which could turn them back to Rehoboam—

Jeroboam establishes places of worship in Bethel and Dan in 

the Northern Kingdom. This act of idolatry results in many 

Levitical priests moving to Judah. 

• A key theme in 1 Kings and 2 Chronicles is faithfulness 

to God.

• The Bible describes the northern kings as bad, and southern 

kings are not much better, though a few are good.

• King Asa in the south is generally good, but he is not perfect. 

He does not fully trust in God and is rebuked for this by a 

seer near the end of his otherwise faithful life. 

• Our readings introduce us to the prophet Elijah, whose life is 

shaped especially by his calling by God to condemn the evil 

rule of Ahab the King of Israel and to perform miracles.

• A key theme in the Old Testament and in the “Divided 

Kingdom” is: When we know what God wants us to do, we 

need to do it—even when we are tempted to follow our 

own ideas.

Rehoboam Fortifying Cities in Judah
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Scan the QR code to listen to the Bible in a Year podcast on the 

Ascension app, to get exclusive content, and to access transcripts 

for every episode. Download the reading plan at https://media.

ascensionpress.com/category/ascension-podcasts/bibleinayear/

The Bible in a Year is a daily podcast, produced by 

Ascension and hosted by Fr. Mike Schmitz, where we 

read the whole Bible following The Great Adventure 

Bible-study program created by Je� Cavins. This 

bulletin was adapted from The Bible in a Year 

Companion books that complement the podcast.

Dive Deeper

Today, bring these questions to the Lord in prayer: 

Do I have any idols that need to be removed from 

my life? Am I grateful for the blessings God has 

given me? Do I o�er him my firstfruits?

Bible Answers

What is the Song of Solomon? Who wrote it?

A poem on the love between man and woman, the Song of Solomon 

is a poetic allegory with three main interpretations:

1. It describes God’s love for Israel. When Israel is unfaithful, 

she is o�en described as a harlot. God is the “faithful 

husband” who tries to woo back his unfaithful bride.

2. The Song of Solomon will come to describe the relationship 

Christ (the Bridegroom) has with his “Bride,” the Church.

3. Saints have taught that the poem is an allegory of the love 

between God and people. 

Solomon is traditionally considered the author of this and other 

books of the Bible’s wisdom literature. Some works may have been 

written later. Regardless, the Song of Solomon is divinely inspired.

JEROBOAM’S TEMPLE FOR IDOLATRY

After the kingdom of Solomon split, King Jeroboam placed 

golden calves in temples in Bethel and Dan to prevent the 

people from going to Jerusalem. (See 1 Kings 12:28–29.)  

This is a reconstruction drawing of the temple in Dan.
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