
Throughout the Sundays of Lent, the Word of God calls us 
to return. On the First Sunday, we see Jesus in the desert, 
turning away from tempta�on and choosing  delity to the 
Father. In the following weeks, we hear of repentance, 
conversion of heart, and God’s pa�ent mercy. We 
encounter the call to deeper faith, to lay down our 
burdens, and to trust again in the Lord’s saving love. 
Because these readings consistently invite us back—to 
prayer, to trust, to repentance, and to renewed life in 
Christ—we have chosen “Return” as our Lenten theme. 
Lent is not about star�ng over in shame, but about coming 
home to the Father who never stops calling us back.
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1st Sunday of Lent

MMaassss  SScchheedduullee
&&  IInntteennttiioonnss

MMaasssseess  hheelldd  iinn  CChhuurrcchh,,    
eexxcceepptt  ddaaiillyy  eevveenniinngg  MMaasssseess  iinn  

CChhaappeell    ((UUnnlleessss  ootthheerrwwiissee  nnootteedd))

MMoonnddaayy  Lev 19:1-2, 11-18; Ps 19; Mt 25:31-46
  88  aamm  MMaassss  ††  MMiikkee  MMaahheerr
55::3300  ppmm    MMaassss  ††  CChhiipp  BBuusshh

TTuueessddaayy  Is 55:10-11; Ps 34; Mt 6:7-15 
88  aamm  MMaassss  ††  LLiissaa  NNgguuyyeenn

55::3300  ppmm    MMaassss  ††  MMiicchhaaeell  MMaahheerr

WWeeddnneessddaayy    Jonah 3:1-10; Ps 51; Lk 11:29-32
88  aamm  MMaassss    ††  AAnnddrreeww  MMuurrpphhyy

  55::3300  ppmm  MMaassss  ((CChhuurrcchh))  ††  AAll  &&  DDiiaannee  FFeerrrriiss

TThhuurrssddaayy  Est C:12, 14-16, 23-25; Ps 138; Mt 7:7-12
88  aamm  MMaassss    ††  JJooyy  MMccGGrraa��yy

55::3300  ppmm      MMaassss    ††  RRooggeelliioo  AAggaatteepp

FFrriiddaayy Ez 18:21-28; Ps 130; Mt 5:20-26
  88  aamm  MMaassss  ††  BBrriiaann  KKeeaa99nngg
55::3300  ppmm    MMaassss      ††  NNaannccyy  AAbbbbeeyy

SSaattuurrddaayy  Dt 26:16-19; Ps 119; Mt 5:43-48
88  aamm  MMaassss  ††  DDeelloorraaccee  KKrroonneess

VViiggiill  MMaassss  ffoorr  SSuunnddaayy::
55::0000  ppmm    MMaassss  ††  AAnnggeelliinnaa  NNeewweellll

SSuunnddaayy    22nndd  SSuunnddaayy  ooff  LLeenntt
Gn 12:1-4a; Ps 33; 2 Tim 1:8b-10; 

  Mt 17:1-9
  88  aamm  MMaassss ††  DDiiaannaa  LLeeCCoouurrssee
99::3300  aamm    MMaassss  †† FFrraannkk  SScchhiiaavvoo
1122  NNoooonn  MMaassss        OOuurr  PPaarriisshh  FFaammiillyy
  66  ppmm  MMaassss      ††  GGlleennddaa  FFiittssiimmoonneess
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Our Parish Assessment: 
            $987,069

Please contribute thru QR code or 
visit orlandodiocese.org/oca

See Page 6 for 
instruc�ons 
on how to 
join in the 
Hallow Lenten 
Challenge.
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Movie Night: Leo From Chicago
Monday, February 23, 6:30 PM (Parish Hall) 
Offering an in9mate portrait of Pope Leo XIV’s early 
life, this Alm traces his history and early roots, from 
his childhood in Chicago through his years of study 
and forma9on, to his emergence as a leader in the 
Church.

NOTE DATE CHANGE FOR SECOND LENTEN FILM:
Movie Night: In the Executioner’s 
Shadow
Was Monday, March 2, now Monday, March 9, 
6:30 pm (Parish Hall)
A penetrating look at the death penalty, this  lm 
tells the stories of a state executioner who 
comes within days of executing an innocent 
person; a bombing victim who struggles to 
decide what justice means; and the parents of a 
murder victim who  ght for the life of their 
daughter’s killer.

Interfaith Ramadan Dinner
Saturday February 28, 6 to 8 pm (Casselberry)
Ramadan & Lent, 9mes of prayer, fas9ng & 
almsgiving coincide this year. We are partnering 
again with the Atlan9c Ins9tute for an interfaith 
dinner. This year, the Turkish Muslim community 
invites us to visit their center in Casselberry. Other 
dates and an invita9on to dine in a Muslim family’s 
home are available. atlan�cins�tutecO.org/events-
1/ramadan-iEar-dinner-at-st-margaret-mary-
catholic-church

Pro Life Rosary
Every Tuesday, 9:15 am at the All Women’s Health 
Center, 431 N. Maitland Avenue, Altamonte Springs. 
Our purpose is to pray for women considering an 
abor9on, to offer well wri�en pamphlets explaining 
where free help is available. For more info or 
ques9ons please contact the Family Life OFce at 
407-645-0284.  

We joyfully congratulate our newest Altar Servers on completing �ve weeks of 
dedicated training! Their commitment, reverence, and willingness to serve are a true 
blessing to our parish community. We are grateful for their hard work and look forward 
to seeing them assist at Mass very soon. Please keep them in your prayers as they 
begin this beautiful ministry.

 Catholic Social Teaching
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Faith Formation
Lent Scripture Study
ReOect more deeply on the Word of God this Lent 
through the weekly series Encountering the Word 
with Je6 Cavins.  The series helps individuals reGect 
on the weekly Sunday readings and engage with 
Scripture in a deeper, more meaningful way.  The 
series will be available in our “Tuesday Weekly 
Study” email.  To sign up for the “Tuesday Weekly 
Study” visit stmargaretmary.org/sign-up.

Lent Invitation from Pope Leo XIV  
This Lent, Pope Leo XIV invites Catholics to open 
ourselves to listening, fas9ng, and community, 
urging us to abstain from words of hatred in order to 
make space for words of hope and peace.   “I would 
like to invite you to a very prac�cal and frequently 
unappreciated form of abs�nence: that of 
refraining from words that o6end and hurt our 
neighbor.”  Pope Leo XIV made that invita9on at the 
heart of his message for Lent 2026. The complete 
message can be viewed at press.va�can.va/content/
salastampa/en/bollePno/pubblico/
2026/02/13/260213d.html

Is there a teaching of the Catholic 
Church that you have trouble with? 
Submit your ques9on to Fr. Ken at 
churchoQce@stmargaretmary. 
Fr. Ken is originally from Nigeria, was ordained to 
the Priesthood in 2011 and holds a doctorate in 
Canon Law from the Pon9Acal Lateran University in 
Rome, Italy. He has been appointed the Defender of 
the Bond for Matrimonial Cases in the Tribunal of 
the Diocese of Orlando. His ministry reGects a deep 
commitment to pastoral care, theological insight, 
and service to the people of God.
To see previous Q&A go to:
stmargaretmary.org/fr-ken.  Fr. Ken will review 
selected ques9ons and provide a thoughMul answer 
with reference to the Canon of the Catholic Church.

Young Adults
Mondays, 7 pm, Chapel.  
Join us for rosary and then fellowship down Park Avenue.   
@smmyoungadults or Young Adults of Saint Margaret 
Mary

Pray40 Lent Challenge on Hallow  
This Lent, our 
parish is invi9ng 
everyone to 
journey together in 
prayer through 
Hallow’s Lent 
Pray40 prayer 
challenge, which 
will be available on 
our parish page in 
the Hallow app — 
with or without a 
Hallow 
subscrip9on.
The Lent Pray40 
challenge will begin on Ash Wednesday, February 18.
This will be a beau9ful opportunity for us to walk 
together through the 40 days of Lent as one parish family 
— praying daily, reGec9ng deeply, and suppor9ng one 
another along the way. This is not something we’re meant 
to do alone, but something we will enter into together, 
alongside our parish sta	 and our wider parish 
community. 

Already using Hallow?  Simply open the app, tap the 
‘church’ tab at the at the bo�om of your screen, visit our 
parish page, and join the challenge.

New to Hallow? Set up your free account: Visit hallow.
com/parish, search for our parish by zip code 32789, 
follow the prompts.

Connect
Senior Adult Ministry 
Wednesdays, March 4 & 11, 10-noon, Holy Grounds. All 
men and women ages 65+ are welcome. No RSVP needed. 

Playgroup
Thursday, March 5, 10-noon, local playground. For more 
info, email smmplaygroup@gmail.com

St. Anne's Ministry
Wednesday, March 4, 8:30-9:30 am, Damascus.
All moms of school age children are invited to our 
monthly mee9ng and spring service project- 
preparing Easter baskets for the Lazarus Ministry. 
For more info email Ka9e at 
stannesministrysmm@gmail.com
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Upcoming EDGE Nights (Middle School)
Please enter the FLC building through the back lobby 
doors (by Mary statue that faces the parking lot) to 
meet in the Parish Hall.
• Sun, February 22, 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm:
 “XLT” Night with Life Teen
This is a night for our middle schoolers to a�end 
Adora9on with our high schoolers who are in Life Teen 
at the same 9me. We refer to these nights as “XLT” 
Nights, meaning “Exalt Him” as we give Him due 
worship and receive His Love! Please meet us in the 
Parish Hall to sign in, have pizza together, and to get a 
quick brieAng before we head over to the Church 
together.
• Wed, March 4, 6:30 pm - 8 pm
We’ll have dinner, games, and a topic to chat about. 
Bring a friend

Upcoming Life Nights (High School)
Please enter the FLC building through the back lobby 
doors (by Mary statue that faces the parking lot). 
• Sun, February 22, 7:00 pm – 8:30 pm
This is our XLT night, which means we will “exalt 
Him” in Adoration with our praise and worship team! 
Come to the Youth Room for community time and 
pizza like normal, and then we will head down to the 
Church together when it’s time.
• Sun, March 1, 7 pm – 8:30 pm
 We will have pizza and fellowship, a talk on a 
par9cular topic by a guest speaker, and small group 
breakouts. Bring a friend! 

Summer Trips Registration is now 
open!

• If you are in Middle School (Rising 7 and 8 grade) 
and interested in joining us at Camp Hidden Lake 
from June 8 – June 13, please contact 
bela@stmargaretmary.org for more informa9on to 
register. 

• If you are in High School (Rising Freshmen to Rising 
Freshmen in College) and interested in joining us at 
Camp Covecrest from July 6 – July 11, please 
contact peyton@stmargaretmary.org for more 
informa9on to register.

• If you are in High School (Rising Freshmen to Rising 
Freshmen in College) and interested in a�ending 
Steubenville Orlando on June 19 – June 21, please 
contact peyton@stmargaretmary.org to register.

• Current Juniors and Seniors are invited to apply for 
our Mission Trip/ Pilgrimage to Mexico City from 
June 18 – June 23. Passport required to apply. 
Applica9ons are due February 18. Please contact 
peyton@stmargaretmary.org for the applica9on 
and to answer any ques9ons.

A fundraiser is available to anyone registered for any 
of these trips on March 20 and 21. Please contact your 
youth ministers accordingly to receive the sign-up link. 
You could poten9ally get some or all your trip fees 
covered if you par9cipate! 

For Middle & High School

Church Nursery 
Every Sunday for the 9:30 Mass.
We welcome all li�le ones ages 4 and under.
Reminder: please no food and no sick children in the nursery.  For 
ques9ons or concerns, please contact the Family Life OFce at 407-645-
0284 or email lori@stmargaretmary.org

Family Faith
Wednesday, February 25 begins with 5:30 pm Mass
Please remember your PotLuck items, which can be dropped o	 in the 
Family Life Center before the 5:30 pm Mass.

Faith Formation classes con9nue each Sunday from 10:40-
11:40 in the Parish Hall.  For your planning purposes, our next ‘day o	’ 
will be Sunday, March 22 for Spring Break/Winter Park Arts Fes9val.

Vacation Bible Camp 
Week of June 15-19 from 9 am to 
12 pm.  Our theme is “Rainforest 
Falls: Exploring the Nature of God!”.  
Registra9on will open on the SMM 
Church website in early March for 
campers and adult/teen volunteers.
Adults and teens are needed to 
serve on our Vaca9on Bible Camp 
Crea9ve Team.  These volunteers 
meet in May and early June to plan 
and make many of the set and 
design pieces for camp.  Please 
email Michelle at 
michellet@stmargaretmary.org

For Children 
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Outreach & Opportunities to Serve
Lazarus Ministry Spring Clean 
Event Dona�ons
February 21 to March 8
Our Lazarus Ministry will distribute storage 
totes aXer Masses February 21-22 to collect 
personal hygiene and cleaning supplies for 
families living in motels on Lee Road.  Please 
return the totes with items from the provided 
list to the Parish Hall by noon on Sunday 
March 8 (or drop o	 at the pull-through before 
weekend Masses). Supplies will be distributed 
at the motels March 12.  For more 
informa9on, including the supply list, or to 
sign up to volunteer, see the Lazarus Ministry 
page at stmargaretmary.org/lazarus-ministry

Volunteers needed to make and 
deliver a homemade meal to 
families celebra�ng the birth or 
adop�on of a new baby.  
Elizabeth Ministry, following the example of 
Mary and Elizabeth, we visit and share the 
sacredness of life. To volunteer email Kristen 
or Shelby at 
smmelizabethministrymealteam@gmail.com.

CoWee and Donut Ministry
will take a break during Lent.
Thanks to all our dedicated volunteers who 
serve one Sunday Mass each month.  If you 
would like to sign up to help, contact
lori@stmargaretmary.org.

SMM Food Pantry Dona�ons
Did you know that though your generous dona9ons 
SMM serves 4 separate food pantries? This week We 
will be helping families at the Hope Community and 
Farmworkers Pantries in Apopka. They need the 
following:
• Canned tuna & chicken
• Pork & Beans and Heat & Serve Soups
• Canned or individual cups of fruit
• Canned green beans & corn
• Peanut bu,er, jelly & granola bars
• Rice & Beans (both canned & dried)
• SpagheP sauce, pasta and Mac & Cheese
• Corn Oour (Maseca) & cooking oil
• Toilet paper and bars of soap
Dona9ons can be dropped o	 in the parish hall and leX 
on the black carts near the recep9on door aXer any Mass 
or any 9me during oFce hours. We thank you for your 
help.

This year's Lenten Alms collec�on will 
support the Lifeboat Project. Their mission is to raise 
awareness of the issue of human traFcking and 
empower the lives of survivors through short and long-
term aXercare, residen9al programs, and educa9on. Your 
support will provide rescue services and aXer care for 
people who have been traFcked. Please be as generous 
as you are able.

Liturgy and Prayer

Parish Penance Service
Monday, March 2 at 7 pm in the Church

Lenten Stations of the Cross
Friday Nights at 7 pm in the Church

Centering Prayer 
Every Tuesday from 4:30 to 5:15 pm
Men and women are invited to join us to 
experience God’s loving presence in quiet peace, 
and centered prayer.  Contact 
karen@stmargaretmary.org with any ques9ons. 

Prayers and Devotions for Autistic 
Persons Resource
Au9sm Consecrated will be pos9ng our Daily Lenten Prayers 
for Au�sm’s Belonging in the Body of Christ on our social 
media pages (Facebook, Instagram, X) from Ash Wednesday 
through Easter. Be sure to look for each day’s post. We will 
also be pos9ng Fr. Nole�e’s Scriptural Sta9ons of the Cross 
for Au9s9c People on the Wednesdays and Fridays of Lent.
All of these prayers, including the Sta9ons, are 100% free to 
download and use/print/copy/distribute to prayer groups  
as well: au�smconsecrated.com/prayer
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StewardshipSupport
Surviving 
Spouses
Mon, February 23 at 
11 am in Holy Grounds
You are invited to join 
other widows and 
widowers for the 
purpose of bringing 
together the members 
of our parish who have 
lost a wife or husband.  
Please call Patrick 
Demers for any 
ques9ons 407-998-
5659.

Caregiver 
Support
Tue, February 24 at 
10 am (via phone)
If you care for a loved 
one at home or in a 
facility, consider taking 
this 9me to share with 
those who are 
experiencing the same 
situa9ons and emo9ons.  
Give yourself the giX of 
prayer and support by 
sharing with one 
another.  For more 
informa9on call Patrick 
Demers 407-998-5659.

Living a New Life Thru ...

Baptism:    Amelia Rose Taylor 
   Ava Marie Gysler 
   Sophia Elisabeth Repyak 

Marriage:
Kevin Flanagan & Alexis San�ago

      Max Jentsch & Julia Byrant

Death: Robert Lietjauw
   Catherine Ralston

First Communion Retreats
First Communion retreats for registered children and 
parents will be held Saturday, February 28 and 
Saturday, March 14.  All sessions begin in the 
Church.  Please check your email for details.

Sacraments

SMM Capital Outreach 
Grant Program - March 5th 
deadline
Since the comple9on of the Parish Hall and 
church oFces in the early 2000s, SMM Catholic 
Church has o	ered a Capital Outreach Grant 
Program to support non-proAt organiza9ons 
serving people in need. We are currently 
accep9ng applica9ons with a March 
5th deadline. For more informa9on can be 
found on the website at: stmargaretmary.org/
ministries/chris�an-service

Holy Land carvings for sale in the 
Courtyard on March 7 & 8
Recently the world saw the story unfold about the 
struggles of the Chris9ans in Gaza and the Holy 
Land for the past two years, and unfortunately this 
struggle hasn’t reached an end yet. The city of 
Bethlehem is surrounded with checkpoints, gates, 
and concrete barriers that limit day-to-day tasks, 
including going to church, school, and work. The 
Gaza war halted tourism to the Holy Land, all 
souvenir shops and hotels are now closed. This 
has resulted in a 70% unemployment rate among 
the carvers. The Catholics of the Holy Land ask for 
the support of your prayers and the purchase of 
these handcraXed artworks that can make unique 
sacramental giXs. Proceeds from sales generate 
much-needed employment opportuni9es and 
monetary funds for 600 Catholic families in 
Bethlehem. Holy Land GiXs will be here before 
and aXer our weekend Masses on March 7 & 8. 
Cards, cash, and Apple Pay will be accepted. 
Please consider these giXs for your family, friends, 
and yourself and be as generous as God is to you.

Outreach & Opportunities to 
Serve - Continued
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• LONGEVITY & FITNESS

• NUTRITION & SELF-DENIAL

•MINDFULLNESS & THEOLOGY

DDEESSEERRTTSSTTRREENNGGTTHHCCOO..CCOOMM
DALLAS@DESERTSTRENGTHCO.COM

336-314-8941

DALLAS MCCLAIN
SMM Parishioner

FOUNDER & COACH

ACTION CPT, B.S. HUMAN BIO

LIVE SIMPLE, BE HUMBLE, 
GROW STRONG
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