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Conquest and Judges Narrative: Judges 9-21; 1 Samuel 1-8; Psalm 86 |
Supplemental: Ruth 4; Psalms 137, 146-150

IN SEEKING TRUTH, LET GOD HELP YOU SEARCH

Samuel Dedicated by Hannah at the Temple
by Frank W. W. Topham

he cycle of sin and redemption continues
in the remaining chapters of Judges,

where God raises up different leaders to do
his will. The imperfect leaders try to do God’s
will. Sometimes, like Jephthah, who makes

a rash pledge that causes his daughter to be
killed, they make horrible decisions. Judges
also describes a horrible crime committed by
men of the tribe of Benjamin, leading other
tribes to nearly destroy the Benjaminites.
The first book of Samuel continues Israel’s
story with God selecting Samuel to lead God’s
people. Our narrative ends with the people
demanding an earthly king.

« Bible “heroes” can be good and strong in some ways, but they
can be foolish and unfaithful, like Jephthah.

« Because of the Fall, even the righteous are not sinless.

« Samson, not a particularly good guy, is a hero because he is
strong, but he is unwise. He is consecrated but does not live a
consecrated life.

+ Some of the Bible’s darkest episodes are found at the end of
the book of Judges.

« After the Benjaminites abuse and kill a woman, the tribes
of Israel unite against the tribe of Benjamin and nearly
destroy it.

+ The Bible is clear about why the book of Judges contains so
much chaos, disorder, and unfaithfulness. The book’s final
line states: “In those days there was no king in Israel; every
man did what was right in his own eyes” (Judges 21:25).

« Many see unpleasant parallels with today. Nowadays, some
seek their own truth, ignoring God.

o In 1 Samuel, Hannah and her husband show faith and
devotion to God. Hannah asks God for a son.

+ God responds favorably, and Hannah dedicates her son,
Samuel, to God. God blesses Samuel, who becomes a great
judge and leader.

+ Atthe end of 1 Samuel 8, the people ask for a human king so
they can be like other nations.

+ Samuel warns that a king will put the people’s children to
work for him and take a tenth of their property. The people,
who want to be like those in other nations, agree to this.



Dive Deeper

What are some of your strengths? What are some

of your weaknesses? Take them to the Lord,
praising him for the gifts he has given you and

asking him to strengthen you where you need it.

Bible Answers

How does the book of Judges fit into
Catholic Tradition?

In terms of spiritual warfare, Catholic Tradition
positions Judges somewhat like it does Joshua.
The Promised Land is a type of heaven. The
struggles to attain life in the Promised Land
against opposition from without (Israel’s
enemies) and from within (sin) form a potent

image of the spiritual life.

St.John Cassian notes that God allows Israel’s
enemies to persecute them so that they will
come to know their need for God’s help. This
is a spiritual lesson for us in times of testing
and struggle.

PHILISTINE TEMPLE

This drawing shows a reconstruction of a typical Philistine temple with two
pillars that supported the roof. This temple was excavated in Tel Qasile near
Tel Aviv, about fifty miles north of Gaza. (See Judges 16:25-30.)
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